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MAKE IT REAL



Dear Clark, Chris, Mary Kate, and 

everyone at Ivory Homes,

Thank you. I cannot emphasize 

enough the impact the Ivory Homes 

gift has very tangibly had in making 

the Capstone Initiatives program a 

reality. In addition to the galvanizing 

effect your gift has had on campus, you 

enabled us to leverage a commitment 

from senior administration to fund a 

full-time position to lead the Program. 

Under Stephen Goldsmith’s able 

direction, we have now taken those 

critical first steps toward achieving the 

vision that every student have the opportunity to participate in a Capstone education.

The Capstone Initiatives program fosters entrepreneurial thinking across the disciplines 

by asking students to address the question, how can my education have real world 

impact? By posing this question, Capstone Initiatives challenges students to integrate the 

sum of their learning into a project that has real world applications. 

The results have been nothing short of amazing.

I hope you will enjoy highlights of the 38 Ivory Homes Capstone Initiatives award recipients. 

With awards from as little as $46 and no larger than $1,000, students were empowered to have 

a huge impact on our community. 

From dance students to interdisciplinary projects involving undergraduates majoring 

in health, business, and communication, over the course of the next few pages I am 

sure you will recognize the entrepreneurial kernel in each of these students—expressed 

uniquely according to each student’s talents and interests. 

Clark, Chris and everyone at Ivory Homes, thank you. We are so proud to make the 

Capstone Initiatives program real with you.

Sincerely,

Martha Bradley
Senior Associate Vice President, Academic Affairs
Dean, Undergraduate Studies
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To all of you at Ivory Homes, 

The impact of the Ivory Homes Capstone Initiatives Fund has been catalytic in the 

program’s inaugural year. The IHCIF has significantly influenced the development of the 

Capstone Initiatives program and stimulated student engagement on topics that matter 

deeply to them.  

Capstone Initiatives provides students the opportunity to turn theoretical coursework into 

practical applications. Student Capstone reports reveal a meaningful synthesis of course 

work taken over the duration of their University career. 

2014/2015 Ivory Homes Capstone Initiatives Stats:

Number of Applications:    44

Number of Approved Applications:   38

Total Funds Requested:    $14,800

Total Funds Disbursed:    $10,766

Support Leveraged with IHCIF Funds: $58,800

I invite you to visit us at our recently launched website at http://capstone.ugs.utah.edu to 

learn more.

IVORY HOMES CAPSTONE INITIATIVES:     YEAR ONE MILESTONES
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2015/16 Objectives

• Build strategic faculty partnerships to better expose Capstone Initiatives opportunities 

to students campus-wide

• Develop a documentary film program that showcases students’ work across  

the disciplines.

• Expand Capstone Initiatives opportunities in the DESB Entrepreneurship & Strategy 

program

• Grow interdisciplinary Capstone Initiatives (along the lines of the, “Doing Good in 

the Community,” Capstone project on page 5).

Thank you for your support. Please know how much your investment has meant to all of 

us involved in Capstone Initiatives as well as the many students, faculty, and staff we have 

partnered with as we launched our successful first year of the Capstone Initiatives program.

Sincerely,

Stephen Goldsmith

Director, Capstone Initiatives

Associate Professor, City & Metropolitan Planning, College of Architecture + Planning



Hannah Hendrickson (health, society and 

policy) created the Capstone Initiatives’ first 

interdisciplinary project. In collaboration 

with Stephanie Martin (business) and 

Rachel Anderson (communication) these 

three students are developing a device to 

assist health providers reduce the number 

of homeless patients’ missed appointments. 

The students’ research, which also involves 

a Ph.D. student from the College of Nursing, 

indicates costs associated with missed 

appointments is in the millions of dollars 

per year. 

Given the device’s promising cost  

savings we were able to leverage IHCIF 

funds to obtain an additional grant of $13,000 from the University’s Office of  

Sponsored Research. 

Through the Capstone Initiatives Program I’ve learned what it takes to get something 

from the good idea stage to something that’s marketable in the real world. I have 

to not only have a vision for solving a problem but also engineering, marketing, 

collaboration, and presentation skills. It takes a lot of involvement of others as well 

as creativity, planning and tracking for a project to have a fair chance of success. 

Funding from this program is making the dream to assist people a reality.

—Hannah Hendrickson 

MAKE IT REAL:

It is a true pleasure to be involved with Hannah Hendrickson and her team on the 

TickTalk project. This research serves such a compelling need and Hannah is a fantastic 

example of the drive and creativity of young undergraduates, as demonstrated by the 

passion and inquisitiveness that she brings to this project. It’s such a great capstone 

project because the initial milestones are clearly defined, but there are so many ad-

ditional areas (similar functions for people with low income, expanded functions for 

both low income individuals as well as those facing homelessness, applications for the 

developing world, etc.) that the work can be applied to, that I expect it will continue to 

grow under Hannah’s leadership, as well as future student projects.

—Dr. Stacy Bamberg, Adjunct Associate Professor, Bioengineering

DOING GOOD IN THE COMMUNITY
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Breeanne Saxton (modern dance) collaborated with two other dance students, Eliza 

Tappan (modern dance) and Marissa Mooney (modern dance) to produce, The Lines 

Between Us, an off-campus, evening length performance in Salt Lake’s Warehouse 

District. With support from the IHCIF, these students were able to gain management  

and other skills associated with being an artist outside the university setting.   

With the help of the Ivory Homes Captsone Initiatives, Eliza, and Marissa and I were able 

to produce an independently organized evening of choreography and visual design. 

The evening began with a visual installation I designed followed by the presentation of 

three original works by each of us. The project gave us incredibly valuable insight into the 

administrative and management work required to produce an entire evening. Working 

as a freelance or independent artist requires a wide variety of administrative skills not 

explicitly taught in the modern dance curriculum. This capstone experience helped us 

reach beyond expectations.

                  —Breeanne Saxton

Breeanne, Eliza, and Marissa produced a dance concert at the Photo Collective Gallery 

in downtown Salt Lake City…and benefited greatly in having produced their own 

show instead of being a part of our Senior Concert, learning first-hand about produc-

ing and marketing a concert. These are incredibly important skills to have and will 

serve them well post-graduation. The downtown show also allowed them to create 

longer works than would have been possible in the Senior Concert. This alternative 

venue also challenged these three in how to make and present work. The concert was 

very well attended and well received and was an incredibly valuable learning experi-

ence for these dancers.

        —Stephen Koester, Chair, Department of Modern Dance

MAKE IT REAL: MAKING ART
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Kendra Still (English) collaborated with students in her Honors College Praxis Lab to 

develop a kiosk for installation on Marriott Plaza. The kiosk will be used to connect 

students with one another in a range of ways including collaborative research, job 

opportunities, ride sharing, tutoring and much more. The kiosk will also serve as a 

complement to food trucks now sharing the plaza and will offer fresh fruit and cut 

flowers as a way to promote the plaza as social space. 

As a result of the Capstone Project, I was able to pursue something that resonated 

with me deeply, intellectually and emotionally. I feel more invested in my community, 

education, and personal development. Exploring the possibilities of a digital kiosk for 

the central campus has allowed me to embrace growth and change in many areas  

of my life.

       —Kendra Still

MAKE IT REAL: CONNECTING PEOPLE AND RESOURCES

At a time when our culture seems to favor smartphones and tablets for making 

connections, Kendra and other students working on the kiosk project were outspoken 

about their desire to connect the old-fashioned way through analog tools like  

bulletin boards. 

It was through this shared discovery that the kiosk idea was born. With the 

endorsement of Facilities Management, the idea has gained even further momentum 

and Kendra is actively working with their staff, an architect, and a neighborhood 

business owner to have the kiosk installed in the Marriott Plaza this fall. 

To see students earn such enthusiastic endorsement for their concept and proactively 

moving it toward implementation was the absolute highlight of the year for me. 

—Stephen Goldsmith, Director, Capstone Initiatives and  

Associate Professor, City & Metropolitan Planning
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As part of her Capstone Leadership course, Jessica Glover (biology) received a nom-

inal $46 grant to print and distribute a brochure to science students about opportu-

nities for researchers in the fight to cure Multiple Sclerosis. A seemingly small amount 

made the difference in Jessica being able to realize the full vision of her project.

It was a simple project, but my hope is that this informative brochure will be able to 

spark ideas in individuals that could impact their personal lives and influence the 

world. I couldn’t have done that without funding from the Ivory Homes Capstone 

Initiatives, so thank you!

—Jessica Glover

MAKE IT REAL: CURING DISEASES

As the instructor for the Leadership Capstone class this past spring, it was invaluable 

to have funding available to my students as they planned and implemented their 

Change Projects. Students were able to be creative and did not have to eliminate their 

best ideas thinking they would have to pay for needed supplies or marketing on their 

limited college budgets. Instead, they were free to translate their best ideas into reality, 

developing their leadership skills and implementing projects about which they  

were passionate.

—Dr. Stephanie Santarosa, Adjunct Instructor,  
Leadership Studies Minor and Student Success Advocate
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MAKE IT REAL:

In collaboration with the David Eccles School of Business’ Entrepreneurship & Strategy program, 24 

students participated with student leaders in Costa Rica, to further students’ entrepreneurial goals. Ivory 

Homes Capstone Initiatives grants of $250 per student allowed us to offset the cost of their Learning 

Abroad Capstone. 

I have a much better understanding of social entrepreneurship than I did before going to Costa 

Rica. Interacting with entrepreneurs who deal with completely different problems was a great 

experience for me because I learned that we use the same exact knowledge and skills to solve 

different problems. We share a lot more in common with the Yo Emprendedor students than we 

do differences.

Student S. B.

…our group wanted to create a sweetener that could be safely used by diabetic people and a 

student from the university in Costa Rica said that there was in fact a product like this already in 

Costa Rica. It is a substance extracted from beets that is made into a sweetener. It is safe for diabetic 

people to consume and is widely used in Costa Rica. For me this changed my outlook on the experi-

ence because it made me realize that, not only are there many ways a country like the US could help 

a developing country like Costa Rica, but there are also ways a country like Costa Rica could help 

such a strong country like the US. I loved getting engaged with the community in order to grow my 

knowledge of the world from not only a business standpoint but also a cultural standpoint.

Student T. C. 

Student J. R.

There is no better place for students to engage in highly experiential learning opportunities than 

the University of Utah. In less than four months, our enterprising class of 30 BlockU students 

planned, created, and executed a new international study abroad program for their Capstone 

Initiatives project. 

The trip was transformational for all who participated. We visited universities, schools, and 

community centers to teach the fundamental entrepreneurship knowledge and skills needed in 

order for these ambitious yet underprivileged Costa Ricans to create value for themselves and 

society. I was astonished to see the bonds formed not only between this extremely diverse group 

of students, but also with the Costa Ricans who we were serving. 

We are grateful for the incredible amount of support and contributions from the Ivory Homes 

Capstone Learning Initiatives Fund, the Office of Undergraduate Studies, ASUU, the David Eccles 

School of Business, and the Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute to bring our spontaneous, in-class 

idea to fruition in such a short time-frame.

—Matt Katzenbach, Director, Entrepreneurship & Strategy Program

COLLABORATING GLOBALLY
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We pledge to help you graduate 

with the support of learning 

communities, mentors and advisors, 

financial guidance, and deeply 

engaged learning experiences.


